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October 5, 1984

A survey by National Underwriter (NU) (the leading
insurance trade publication) concludes that "a tightening of
the property and casualty insurance market in the United
States is underway," but that "an across—the-board approach
to raising rates was not being used." Rather, "an account by
account review will determine future pricing," according to
the executives contacted by NU.

For example, the Hartford emphasizes that "for the most
part premium increases are being refined line-by-line, class-
by-class.and territory-by-territory,” while according to the
Travelers, "the amount of price correction will vary by
account experience." (pp. 1, 74)

December_ 14, 1984

The St. Paul, the nation’s largest medical malpractice
insurer, tells NU that “"there is not a malpractice crisis
around the corner," and that any problems in the medical
malpractice insurance field "can be dealt with through rate
adequacy, improved risk management, more intensive
underwriting practices, and improved claims-handling ability
and strategy.” (p. 40)

December 21, 1984

At the National Association of Insurance Commissioners
annual meeting, there is no mention of any problems with the
civil justice system, NU indicates. {(pp. 1, 46&)

* December 21, 1984

The Insurance Information Institute (III) launches a
massive "effort to market the idea that there is something
wrong with the civil justice system in the United States,"
NU reports. (p. 2)
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